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After almost four months of lockdown since March 2020, we have all learnt 
the new ways to deal with the current situations, new challenges to overcome 
and renewed way to relook at the environmental issues around us.
It is imperative that we all relook at way we consume, eat and live. Our aim 
should be more on protecting the wildlife, nature and our surroundings clean 
at all times. 
We have a specified focus on sustainable tourism, creating an ecological 
balance by doing our bit, reducing the carbon footprint, basically feeling 
responsible and taking actions in protecting the elements of the earth in 
whatever ways possible.
The July- August issue of Travel Links Magazine is a very special Celebrity 
issue featuring Ms. Sanjana Jon and Ms. Giorgia Andriani. They give us a 
message of bonding, love, light and friendship.  Through this shoot, they 
also showcased positivity and hope of staying happy and healthy at all times 
no matter how challenging the present circumstances are. Travel Links is 
honored to present them to our readers.
It is our endeavor to promote and enhance India Travel and Tourism once 
again after this COVID 19 pandemic is over; what other way to do it than 
starting with the pulsating road trips. We chose India special road trips 
because this is the safest way to travel keeping in mind the current situation.
We have the biking adventures of Ladakh , road trip of Rajasthan which 
covers rare and less travelled places of Ajmer. The issue also has lesser known 
destination Dapoli and the spiritual travels journeys of India.
For the International travel, we take you to the wild life of Masai Mara in 
Kenya, where the professional photographer has put her heart and soul into 
her work and spoken through the eyes of her lens.  
Your inputs and mails encourage us to improve constantly and bring forth the 
quality content which you enjoy reading. 
Do write in to us at travellinkstugo@gmail.com
Stay Tuned and Stay Safe. 

    travellinkslive.com
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An ideal riverside property located by the banks of the Beas, Neeralaya is not just an integration of the 
two concepts of safeguarding the natural surroundings and preservation of the Western Himalayan 

architectural values, but so, so much more. Located in the town of Raison, close to the more famed towns of 
Kullu and Manali, Neeralaya is a little piece of Himalaya history. The property preserves and exhibits the 
traditional style of house-building found in this part of the country, something which is now almost extinct. 
An ideal getaway to be close to nature or wait to hear the call of the mountains, it’s the perfect spot to rest, 
recuperate or acclimatise. Enjoy breakfast by the roars of the Beas, or bonfire and barbecue on a chilly night. 
Children can raft in-house and dip their toes in the river while adults can keep busy playing badminton or 
various board games.

NEERALAYA, HIMACHAL PRADESH

ACCOMMODATION: Five cottages 
are operational. Neeralaya has 
eleven rooms to offer.

FOOD AND FRUIT: If you come at the 
right time, you can enjoy picking and 
relishing fruits grown on trees in the 
property. From plums to apricots, 
peaches to strawberries, enjoy them 
all. The property also offers delicious 
Himachali cuisine apart from an array 
of global selections.

ACTIVITIES: In-house river 
rafting, basketball, badminton, 
cricket and wall tennis apart from 
trekking and day trips to Manali.
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Bike Adventures in 
Himalayas
Travel has the power to heal and 
it certainly ignites a strong sense 
of purpose in me. Venturing 
into unexplored territories, 
meeting new people has helped 
me embrace life. One such life-
changing experience was my 
recent road trip to Leh Ladakh.

By Kamlesh Kaltari

COVER STORY
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Having, held the burning desire of 
doing a bike trip to Leh for quite 
long, finally my urge to get Leh’d 

was fulfilled in June/ July 2019, and that is 
when we (I along with my 7 fellow riders) 
hit the road.
The journey to Leh Ladakh was an 
absolutely thrilling and exhilarating 
experience wherein we covered around 
1200 kms (of which 850 kms was on bikes) 
of winding mountain roads, flanked by 
snowy peaks and washed away by water 
streams, over 8 days. 
We crossed 5 high mountain passes in the 
Himalayas; viz; Zojilla (11,640 ft), Namik 
La (12,198 ft), Fatula (13479 ft), Khardung 
La (17,982 ft) and Changla (17688 ft) 
navigating our bikes along the deadly 
terrains with sexy curves and amazing 
landscapes. We spent time in Srinagar, Leh, 
Nubra valley/Hundur desert, Turtuk village 
(northernmost village of India), and at 
Pangong lake.
It certainly was a dream come true for me, 
to ride the old heritage, mean machine i.e. 
“The Royal Enfield Classic 500”, in the 
Himalayas.  The bullet is not a bike but an 
emotion to the cult followers and we rode 
it for over 850 kms over 5-days. The crux of 
our bike journey is summarized below:

Day 1: Leh - Local sightseeing
Hall of Fame:  The Indian Army built this 
museum in the memories of our beloved 
soldiers who lost their lives while fighting 
for our motherland in Indo-Pak wars. The 
Hall of Fame is situated just about 4 kms 
from Leh city. 
Magnetic Hill: The magnetic hill has an 
unresolved mystery around a certain patch, 
which seems to be uphill. At this point, if 
you leave your vehicle in neutral gear with 
brakes unlocked, then it’ll begin moving 
uphill on its own.
Gurudwara Sri Pathhar Sahib: Just a 
few kms away from the magnetic hill, there 
is Gurudwara Sri Pathar Sahib, which 
has gained prominence and is built in the 
memory of Guru Nanak.
Sindhu Ghat: Situated on the bank of 
river Indus, with beautiful surroundings, 
fluttering flags, mystic sound of the flowing 
river makes this place a perfect gateway to 
relax.
Druk Padma Karpo/ Rancho School: In 
the local Bodhi language ‘Karpo’ means 
White and ‘Padma’ means Lotus. This 

school was started to help the locals to 
maintain and pass on Tibetan Buddhism 
traditions. 
Thicksey Monastery + Shey Palace: Most 
famous tourist destinations - one being 
a monastery and the other is a beautiful 
palace. 

Day 2: Leh to Nubra Valley/ 
Hunder
While heading to Nubra valley we had to go 
through the world’s highest motorable pass 
“Khardungla Pass” at 18,360 feet, which 
had astonishing ice-mountains on one side 
of the road and the hypnotic valley on the 

other.
Day 3: Nubra Valley to Turtuk
Turtuk is a remote village, that is only 2.2 
kms away from the LoC (India Pakistan 
border).
Day 4: Nubra Valley to Pangong 
Covering a distance of 187 kms we reached 
world’s highest saltwater lake “Pangong 
Lake”, that has bright Tuscany blue waters 
and we literally saw the water changing 
color from azure, turquoise, indigo, 
green and lilac as and when the sunlight 
penetrated through the lake/ or changed 
directions.
Day 5: Pangong to Leh
On the way back, we came across a herd 
of wild yaks and Marmots (a squirrel-like 
species), heavy snowfall across Chang La 
pass, and mustard plantations.
While going through the less traversed 
roads, I went through we few emotions, and 
had unique life experiences which I feel is 
worth sharing with you readers.
Guarded Journey from Srinagar 
to Kargil
The distance from Srinagar to Kargil is 

approximately 205 kms. Witnessing the 
beauty around within travel of just a few 
kilometers, we realized that the drive to 
Sonmarg is going to be the most scenic 
journey. During our journey, we witnessed 
orchards (apple & cherries), a garden of 
pine trees. We also observed there were a 
lot of army men who were posted every 50 
meters on difficult terrains just to ensure 
the area is safe for tourists to hang around 
freely. 
On enquiring, we were informed the 
situation had improved quite a bit 
compared to a decade ago. During this, 

I realised how fortunate and blessed we 
all were and keep cribbing about petty 
issues of life. Having witnessed the tough 
conditions in the valley and hearing the 
problems faced by the locals in their daily 
lives we prayed that the tension in the area 
gets over as soon as possible so that if not 
his generation, their next-generation gets to 
witness normal life and enjoy the comfort 
and freedom we all possess.
The Sonmarg valley was mesmerizing with 
the snow-capped Himalayas. Sonmarg 
means ‘meadow of gold’ and is fully 
covered in snow in months up to April and 
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looks beautiful with the backdrop of snow-
clad mountains, Sindhu/ Indus river, and 
Thajiwas Glacier.
With the appealing, beauteous valley and 
snow-clad mountains/ glacier and lush 
green surroundings, even the worst of 
photographers would end up capturing 
mind-blowing pictures of the landscape 
that was on the offering.
We continued our journey and reached 
Drass, the second coldest inhabited place 
on earth, which is also famous for the 
epicenter of the Kargil war that took place 
in 1999.
Emotional Journey through 
Kargil War Memorial: 
Kargil War Memorial (‘KWM’) is built on 
the foothills of Tololong Hill -alongside the 
Tiger Hill, in the memory of our martyrs 
who gave the supreme sacrifice for our 
motherland in the Kargil war. The road we 
took to reach KWM was the Indian national 

highway (NH 1/ 1A) connecting Srinagar 
to Leh cutting through Kargil. As we rode, 
our memory flashed images of Kargil war 
and how our brave soldiers foiled the plan 
of intruders to capture the highway whose 
strategic importance we are all aware of.
As proud citizens, we were getting 
goosebumps by just imagining the valiant 
effort put in by our brave army men, in 
hostile conditions due to difficult terrain. 
The path that leads us to the memorial 
of our brave jawans is nicely decorated/ 
surrounded by India flags, has a huge 
epitaph with names of all the officers and 
soldiers who were martyred. The fluttering 
sound of the flag gives you the kick of 
patriotism, which cannot be explained. 
KWM also displays a howitzer gun, MIG 
plane, and Bofors gun.
With moist eyes, we realised that our 
jawans are the real heroes who live by the 
word and go through any extent just for 
the pure love for our country and loyalty 
towards it. No amount of praise, respect, 
wealth, flashy words can do justice to the 
supreme sacrifice that these brave jawans 
do for our country. Our martyred jawans 
are truly immortal who always held their 
love for motherland superior to heaven or 
worldly material things/ pleasures.
Blissful Journey through 
Gurudwara Sri Pathhar Sahib:

Just a few kms away from the magnetic hill, 
there is Gurudwara Sri Pathar Sahib, which 
has gained prominence and is told to be 
built in the memory of Guru Nanak.
It is believed that sometime during the 15th 
century (period of 1515-18) while returning 
to Punjab from Tibet, Guru Nanak Devji 
rested for a while at this place. 
Based on local records, it is said that there 
was a wicked demon who used to trouble 
the people staying in the region and ate 
them after killing. Terrified, the people 
prayed to the almighty for seeking help. 
Guru Nanak Devji settled on the banks on 
the river below the hill and blessed them 
with his grace. The locals called Guru 

Nanak Devji, ‘Nanak Lama’, and were 
quite happy to have his divine presence 
around. Seeing this, the demon got furious 
and decided to kill Guru Nanak Dev by 
pushing a large rock (boulder), down from 
the hilltop. The boulder on touching Guru 
Nanak Devji’s body, while tumbling down 
at great velocity, came to halt and turned 
into a soft wax. The demon was shocked 
to seek Guru Nanak Devji alive and kicked 
the boulder to push and kill Guru Nanak, 
instead, his foot got embedded in the wax-
like boulder. 
The story of the re-birth of this Gurudwara 
goes something like this: In the 1970s, 
while construction of the Leh-Nimu road 
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was on-going, inspite of all the efforts the 
holy boulder couldn’t be moved. When the 
workers/ army men were informed about 
the sacred rock and Guru Nanak Devji’s 
past incident by local Lamas, a Gurudwara 
was built. The holy site came to be known 
as Gurudwara Sri Pathhar Sahib.
The most prominent aspect of this 
Gurudwara is that it is located at an altitude 
of 12,000 feet and is managed by the Indian 
Army. This very Gurudwara has a huge 
rock with the imprint of Guru Nanak Devji’s 
body and demon’s footprint.
All regions have one objective and 
preaching which is: live a truthful life with 
purpose, believe in one God (who is the 
creator of the universe), respect others, and 
have high moral standards. 
We all sunk in the blissful environment and 
offered our prayers to the almighty. Like 
every place of worship, divine energies/ 
vibes and calmness embraced us from all 
around, so we spent extra time before Guru 
Granth Sahib. We also had food/ langar 
(food prepared in community kitchen) 
that was being served by the army men 
to all the visitors irrespective of their 
caste, creed, religion, gender, ethnicity, or 
economic status of individuals. There was 
a lot to learn from the entire atmosphere 
for each one of us. After spending a blissful 
time at the Gurudwara, we headed to cover 
other local places of interest.

The journey of contentment and 
borderless love: 
While we were heading to Turtuk, we 
came across 2 kids who were crossing to 
the other side of the rusty iron bridge. I 
stopped by and started interacting with 
them. I found them extremely friendly, 
innocently charming, and cute. I couldn’t 
resist but got playing with them as was 
smitten by their simplicity. This place 
taught me a great lesson of life i.e. to 
observe and learn how people with just 
bare necessities, no visibility on their 
future are divinely happy and satisfied 
with whatever comes their way, then be it 
strangers, harsh weather, almighty’s grace 
or attacks by unfriendly neighbors. They 

just do not complain at all and seem to be 
devoid of any visible stress in life. After 
getting enlightened in the cute company of 
the kids, we headed to Turtuk, which was 
just a stone’s throw away from the bridge. 
Turtuk is a remote village, that is only 2.2 
kms away from the LoC (India Pakistan 
border). This village earlier was under 
Pakistan’s control and only after the Indo-
Pak war in 1971, it became part of India. 
The people of this village speak Balti, the 
language that is a mixture of 2 languages, 
Tibetan and Persian.
After walking a few meters, we reached 
the northernmost village of India called the 
Thang village. Interestingly, before 1971 
the twin villages namely Thang and Pharnu 

(now on Pakistan side) were in India, and 
people used to stay in one place and work 
at the other place. But after the war in the 
year 1971, on December 16th and 17th, 
the villages were separated by the LoC 
and ironically the families were separated 
and till date, there are members from the 
same family that are living in two different 
countries and are divided by borders. 
Extremely sad, but true.
This 10-day trip has potentially transformed 
my life, giving me new perspectives and 
turning me into an author before I could 
even come out of the trip hangover. I 
penned down my 1st book titled “Tenu 
Main ‘Leh’ Javanga - Journey of 8 ordinary 
men” with a hope to encourage and inspire 
people/ readers to take a plunge outside 
their comfort zones and spread positivity 
around. 
Link of the book
https://www.amazon.in/dp/B07Y5PZ46F
Future of Tourism:
The rapid outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) has taken the 
world by storm. COVID-19 has transformed 
into a global pandemic disrupting lives, 
crumbling healthcare systems, crushing 
livelihood, dwindling financial markets, 
tourism industry, and devastating world 
economies alike in geometric progression. 
The impact of COVID-19 has emerged as 
the biggest threat to the world causing 
mass devastation of lives whose magnitude 
surpasses its current level and reaches 
record high as days unfold.
While the immediate impact of the 
pandemic is known to mankind, the 
unprecedented crisis has already engulfed 
the world economy by shutting down 

industries, restricting the free-flow 
movement of goods, services, people, 
money, and bringing human livelihood to a 
standstill thereby causing even larger and 
more profound devastation.
In this backdrop, it is even more important 
for travelers to travel responsibly, reduce 
pressure on natural resources by limited/ 
necessary consumption, preserve nature by 
mimicking locals, and living like them.
Few things worth exploring  
could be  
 Avoiding foreign destination travels, 
thereby avoiding travel by air which in turn 
would help in carbon emissions caused by 
flights during take-off and landing.
 Rent your gear, instead of buying and 
pack light with bare necessities
 Explore places by taking local transport 
and evaluate options like pooling, cycling, 

walking, etc.
 Eat local delicacies and stay with locals 
(homestay). This would give the required 
support to our people 
Let us all take the pledge and show the 
intent and willingness to change and 
make India self-sufficient by promoting 
tourism in India, supporting local farmers, 
entrepreneurs, small-time tour guides in 
earning a decent living at the same time 
demonstrate sensible behavior and by 
practicing responsible tourism  by 
 minimising negative social impact; 
  minimising environmental and economic 

impact;
  creating opportunities and generating 

economic benefits for our local people; 
and

  enhancing the well-being of the hosting 
community.

About the Author 
Kamlesh Kaltari, a Chartered Accountant by 
profession, is social and fun-loving young 
chap who loves to travel with friends and 
family. He likes to spend quality time with 
near and dear ones and loves to explore 
new things be it food, places, adventure 
activities, languages, creating own recipes, 
organising events etc.
This is his amateur attempt to share his 
travel experience and spread the joy of 
giving, through his book, Tenu Main ‘Leh’ 
Javanga - Journey of 8 ordinary men”.

Link of the book
https://www.amazon.in/dp/B07Y5PZ46F
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Location:  Matheran, Neral Maharashtra.

Me and my friends were headed up to Matheran, There 
was a beautiful place surrounded with fog-covered 
trees. I told my friends to take a walk with an umbrella 
because human elements complete the picture and I 
ended up in capturing a beautiful frame. 

LENS VIGNETTE

Photographer: SHUBHAM SURYAKANT PAWAR

Advertorial
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The perks of a spiritual journey can 
be highly intoxicating and mentally 
rewarding but more fruitful when 

the journey becomes immersive and 
connected.
Anuj Bahl, an engineering graduate with 
a MBA degree talks about how escaping 
from surroundings help him find answers 
to a few unanswered questions. “Why 
are we born? Why do we die? Is death 
the finality of life? If we are to eventually 
die, then, why take birth? I mean we were 
non-existent anyways and could have 

Real and Ethereal
Spiritual Road Trip
Two persons from different parts of India and distinct walks of life find solace in spending 
time with their spiritual side. Seamless and tranquil zone at Swami Dayanand Ashram, 
Rishikesh and divine moments in Varanasi offer them the much needed personal space. 

by Ritu Ghai

stayed that way. What is the purpose of 
life? In all this what is my purpose? What 
is the Universe? Wherefrom did it appear? 
How do I get to be happy? What will give 
me happiness? Is it in the objects of the 
Universe? Or is it anywhere else? What is 
sorrow and why it afflicts us as a virus? My 
guidance began with Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati at his ashram in  Rishikesh and 
through his books, public lectures, audio 
and video lessons”. 
“A scenic drive of about 230 kms north east 
of Delhi via Nahan and Poanta Sahib brings 
me to this magical place. Located near the 
Lakshmanjhula, amidst two and a half 
acres of manicured gardens and overhang 
of trees, this ashram is where the blue skies 
and sound of water chime in unison. I was 
only 24 when I visited this place for the first 
time. Probably a little early for spiritual 
education, as people say but I disagree. 
From the age of 29, I went through every 
possible challenge for 20 years. Almost an 
attempt to complete and utter destruction. 
Even close relatives and friends parted 
ways, a few backstabbed and I was left 
shocked and crestfallen. But my Guru’s 

words and teachings helped and guided 
me throughout this tumultuous period. In 
the midst of this crisis, I stood tall and dealt 
with every problem with survival instincts 
imbibed in me by the learnings”, explains 
Anuj after his recent visit to the Ashram 
in 2018 to pay respects to Guruji who left 
his body in 2015. This iconic journey has 

helped him live through the challenges was 
again an amazing experience. “The peace 
and solace in this place while reading the 
divine words  are like panacea to self-
regulate my emotions. It is here that one 
can go to bed listening to the river or simply 
relax on the benches facing River Ganga. 
Principles of the shastras coupled with 

Picture Credits: Sanchi Aggarwal @ nomadic_eyes
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a compassionate and loving teacher can 
change the whole perspective of life. Such 
is the experience of every visitor of this 
ashram. It recharges you, lets you embrace 
all aspects of your life and discover your 
own vulnerabilities. Today, I no longer hold 
on to my past and the past let go of me. I 
have finally started flowing”, concludes 
Anuj Bahl.

The Ashram
Established during the 1960s by 
internationally recognised teacher of 
Vedanta and foremost scholar of Sanskrit - 
Swami Dayananda Saraswati, this ashram 
is located right in front of River Ganga. 
It has about 150 simple and comfortable 
rooms, a temple where daily puja is held 

and a large yoga hall where regular Iyengar 
Yoga camps are conducted. Fully equipped 
to accommodate more than 50 students at 
a time. It is located just behind the Ashram 
Temple with a scenic view of Himalayas 
and the holy Ganga River. 
The Ashram has a library of more than 
5000 titles on various subjects such as 
Vedanta, Sanskrit Grammar, Indian and 
western philosophies, Religion and Yoga. 
Quite famous for its courses on vedanta, 
discourses on the Upanishads, regular 
residential courses focused on Bhagavad 
Gita, this ashram is a hub of spiritual 
learning.  Along with teaching of these 
ancillary texts, Sanskrit grammar and Vedic 
chanting is also taught. 
Various activities and camps at the Ashram 

are organized to allows one to bond with 
themselves and rejuvenate. Hear the sound 
of water flowing and feel the essence of 
nature near you at the Ashram. 
Daily abhishekam and aarti are conducted 
at the Sri Gangadhareswar Temple 
dedicated to Lord Siva. Vedic rituals 
performed by the ashram’s resident priests, 
Bhikshas and bhandarasare arranged on 
request.
Travelling to this ashram is difficult at 
the moment due to Covid 19 restrictions 
but it won’t be long before you can visit it 
to discover your inner self and achieve a 
calmness so rare in the competitive world 
today. It takes more than a few visits to 
unravel this beautiful spot. The best time 
to visit Rishikesh is between September to 

June.
A divine moment with Swati 
Pasari
“They say that you have to be lost in order 
to be found” says Swati Pasari, a young and 
talented artist from Kolkata. Armed with 
a business degree from Australia, Swati 
broke barriers to give rein to her artistic 
bent and earned accolades for her work 
across the globe. Travelling is her muse for 
paintings that reflectsin the colours of her 
paintings and inner peace of her soul
I love to travel and Varanasi is one 
place that motivates me to create art. 
The sheer magic of this city of lights is a 
powerful experience that energises the 
mind and leads one to naturally gravitate 
towards their inner soul. Almost like 
a spiritual connection with the divine. 
Whether travelling for work or just to 
unwind myself, Varanasi visits are always 
inspiring and this reflects in my work. 
Maybe because my childhood belongs to 
Varanasi, though I live in Kolkata now. A 
visit to all the temples, especially the Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple connects me with 
the Higher Soul.The surreal experience 
of traditional boat rides on the seamless 
flowing waters of the Ganges is an alluring 
way to find a connection with the Higher 
Entity and my inner soul”, says Swati 
while talking about the things she loves 
to witness in Varanasi. “Definitely the 100 
odd ghats in Varanasi, steps of each leading 
to the banks of River Ganges. The evening 
aarti accompanied by chants and crowds 
of people joining the prayers is a once in 

a lifetime experience. The spectacular 
event must be viewed from the spectacular 
Dasawamedh Ghat, as it comes alive with 
the evening Aarti. Spiritual chanting, slow 
dances, flaming lamps, tabla beats and 
ringing of bells infuse the mind with a 
strange sense of devotion and calm that is 
indescribable and certainly mesmerizing”, 
she exclaims. The timeless traditions 
of Varanasi enrich her near the Kashi 
Vishwanath temple. Artistic  perspectives 
and come alive on her canvases and 
sculptures. 
A walk along Varanasi Ghats, watching 
children playing, bathing in the Ganges, 
religious ceremonies being performed, is 
an enriching experience. 
“Witnessing cremation ceremonies at the 
Manikarnika Ghat and the Harishchandra 
Ghat, is a humbling experience that 
instantly brings one to the reality of life. 
Life in Varanasi pulsates with colours as 
the sun shines to bring alive many photo 
perfect moments”, says this artist and 
pranic healer who believes in celebrating 
life and finds an instant connection with 
this magical place. 

When to visit Varanasi…
The best time to visit Varanasi is from 
October to March as the weather is 
comfortable for sightseeing. There are 
many places to stay in Varanasi, right from 
luxury hotels to affordable stays.

RITU GHAI

Ritu Ghai is an experienced writer for more than 20 years. 
She loves to read and play with her dogs in her free time.

Picture Credits: Sanchi Aggarwal @ nomadic_eyes
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We are often asked, ‘How is a 
Mountain Cottage different 
from any other home?’  We 

often struggle to answer because how do 
you draw a parallel between chalk and 
cheese?
Initially when we came here, we went 
sauntering into the nearby town for picking 
vegetables. We asked for broccoli and 
some other outlandish off-season things. 
The chap blinked for a while, trying not 
to laugh. We soon discovered that only 
whatever is freshly harvested will be 
available. So invariably you end up eating 
healthy and discovered vegetables native to 
the mountains! 
The sheer variety of birds one sees in the 
mountains makes me grateful, in awe of 

10 Nautical Miles 
A mountain cottage  
of a mariner

nature and fiercely protective of what we 
have. The unfettered views of the snow 
peaks and the cascading valley leaves one 
spoilt for choices - a happy predicament. 
Nature here is slow paced, likes to peer 
over the shoulder of a reader and read with 
you. 
So a stay in a Mountain Cottage is quite 
different. It’s actually Very Different! 

 Ranikhet. 
Ranikhet is a cantonment hill station 
located in Uttarakhand, northern India. 
Ranikhet is at an altitude of 1,869 meters 
(6,132 ft) above sea level and within sight 
of the western peaks of the Himalayas. 
It is a quaint cantonment town and has 
an old world British feel to it. Ranikhet, 

by Purnita

HOMESTAY

which means Queen’s meadow in Hindi, 
gets its name from a local legend, which 
states that it was here, that Raja Sudhardev 
won the heart of his queen, Rani Padmini, 
who subsequently chose the area for her 
residence, giving it the name, Ranikhet, 
though no particular palace exists in the 
area.

 The Place
 For us, the place and its simple yet warm 
people have had the magnetic pull for a 
salt-horse Mariner abandon the pull of the 
sea and make the mountains their home. 
The USP of the location is clean, crisp 
mountain air with solitude. The majestic 
Himalayan views and greenery can be 
enjoyed in the cozy cottage, with a private 
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garden and a Gazebo providing unimpeded 
views and a space to engage in hours of 
conversations over steaming cups of chai! 
 A cottage will hold as much happiness as 
would stock a palace 
 - William Mable

 The Cottage. 
10, Nautical Mile Mountain Cottage is 
situated on the Ranikhet-Almora Highway, 
just beyond the charming hill station of 
Ranikhet. It is close enough to nature and 
its wonders but yet, far away from the 
maddening crowd. 
The cottage has been our labour of love and 
an undying passion.  It has been built as 
a home with love, care and a innate wish 
to pamper the senses. The woody feel of 
the cottage, fruit laden trees and the east 
facing large bay windows in every room 
make sure that it’s the rising sun and the 

chirping birds are the ones that will wake 
you up each morning. Dot on time; and 
you will awaken each morning refreshed, 
never wanting to miss this beautiful time.  
Morning meditation is made easier by the 
breeze that always cleanses your soul. The 
birds provide the song. 
We have seen many travelers put their 
mobiles away once the valley and the 
snow peaks casts their spell! Living under 
a blanket of stars is given a new meaning 
here. If you have nothing to do and are 

sitting outside on a moonless night , 
just look up; the stars come into focus 
and millions and millions of specks of 
wonder appear. Milky Way, shooting stars, 
constellations, planets - it is a riot. And 
of course the occasional satellite that got 
mistaken as a UFO. 
It has luxurious and cozy rooms, an eclectic 
attic for the kids and young at heart and 
of course, a relaxed alcove for lounging 
- places that meet your desire of comfort 
and sophistication. We cater for comfort 
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and warmth but have a strong focus on an 
ergonomic and sustainable living. To top it 
all, we promise to immerse you in a garden 
full of flowers- variety of roses, begonias, 
orchids, lily and seasonal flowers.... the 
accompanying birds, bees and butterflies 
are just a huge bonus!

 Our Food. 
Food at the cottage is classic homemade 
fare and is our strength and pride. We 
procure from the community and buy 
organic. Our cooks and caretakers are 
local boys who make sure that besides the 
regular ingredients, the secret ingredient of 
warmth and love is always in abundance- 
However, it’s totally non-fattening! We will 
surprise you with the famous Bhang ki 
Chatni and trust me- it’s totally legal and a 
must have at 10 Nautical Mile.

 Activities. 
Have your morning tea at the gazebo or 
the terrace and marvel at the play of the 
clouds in the valley below or breakfast 
at the dining table with a view to whet 
your appetite. We urge you to take long 
walks along deserted roads leading you 

PURNITA

Purnita is a caring mother, avid traveler, interior 
concept designer and a passionate foodie. 
 The mantra at the cottage is “Make friends 
and memories; business will follow”.

to small villages or trek along mountain 
trails to catch another view of the nature 
in all its glory. However, what we always 
recommend our guests is to spend most of 
their time doing just one thing- Nothing! 
Just nothing....

 Things to do and see. 
For the traveler and explorer, there are a 
few things to do and see. The first is the 
800 year old Sun Temple of Katarmal- the 
only other Sun Temple after Konark. Also, 
hundreds of bells adorn the Jhula Devi 
Temple, dedicated to the Hindu goddess 
Durga. It is believed that once you have 
visited this temple and tied a bell; you will 
come back again. Fruit trees adorn the 
terraced orchards of Chaubatia Botanical 
Gardens, with a large collection of herbs 
and local plants for treating a variety of 
ailments. The connection with famous 
personalities is that Mahatma Gandhi is 
known to have stayed in a hut, Gandhi 
Kuti, in nearby Tarikhet village during the 
independence struggle.
So next time you are in Uttarakhand, 

Come stay with us at The 10 Nautical Mile- 
Mountain Cottage of a Mariner at Ranikhet, 
Uttarakhand. You will make a lot of 
memories and we will make some friends.
Au Revoir.



2726 TRAVEL LINKS | JULY-AUGUST 2020 JULY-AUGUST 2020 | TRAVEL LINKS 

Trying best to cope up with the 
current world scenario my mind 
floats away to the time and places 

travelled in the Pre-Corona Times and 
the tales, folklores and the mythology 
connected.
TOLKIEN once said :- “All that is gold does 
not glitter, Not all those who wander are 
lost; The old that is strong does not wither, 
Deep roots are not reached by the frost.”
Indeed it must have been said in the 
context of Rich Heritage and Culture 
of Rajasthan, the pristine beauty of the 
Aravallis, undying traditions, Marvelleous 
Monuments and structures of Architectural 
wonder that have stood through ages. 
One simply cannot bind all the granduer, 
beauty and the tales of inexplicable valour 
of this sanguine land which has seen many 
legendary brave Martyered warriors who 
have fought for their motherland going 
down in the annals of History. The History 
of Rajputana has been soo detailed and 
has been a cruicial part of this land and 
our countrty as a whole that Colonel James 
Todd(British East India Company Offcier) 

NomadicTrails

wrote an entire book on the subject named 
as “Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan”. 
Self would like to share an account of Road 
trips that have I have taken on numerous 
occasions and every single time have found 
myself soused in the beauty and history 
of this.The Journey commences from the 
commercially booming city of Gurugram 

which by the way is placed in the Indian 
mythology as the home place of Duru 
Dronacharya, travelling through the eons 
old road from Delhi to Ajmer “The National 
highway No. 8” or now called as NH 48 OF 
THE GOLDEN  QUADRILATERAL.
One of my personal favourite, the city of 
Gurugram or Gurgaon has been considered 

by Saurabh Singh

as a center of learning since ancient 
times and is also mentioned in the Hindu 
Scriptures, the land of this city is said to 
have once belonged to the great Pandavas 
and the Kauravas who presented it to their 
Royal Guru Dronacharya as Guru Dakhsina 
for the training imparted to the princes.
In Modern times the meteoric rise in 
the urbanisation and development of 
the city started with the leading Indian 
automobile manufacturer Maruti Suzuki 
India Limited establishing a manufacturing 

plant in Gurgaon in the year 1982 and 
thereafter progressed to become the 
biggest commercial hubs near the Capital 
region of Delhi. Google, Pepsico, Coca 
Cola, Honda, Panasonic, Samsung, Pernod 
Ricard and many other MNC’s have their 
presence in the City that has kept pace and 
provided excellent infrastructure for the 
Corporates. The Residential complexes, 
Rapid Metro and the Enterntainment Hubs 
are in line with one of the Top Metros in 
the World. The Urban population consist 

mostly of NRI’s, Expats and youth related 
to IT and Corporate sector. Hosting one of 
the country’s best Medical Hospitals and 
extending services of medical Tourisim as 
well to foreign nationals,  the city provides 
excellent connectivity as it is located very 
close to the Delhi International Airport.
The whole journey would not be effectively 
narrated if we do not mention the 2 billion-
year-old Aravali ranges of Northern India 
that runs through the Rajasthan State 
for around 700 km continuing until just 
south of Delhi. The series of peaks and 
ridges, with varying breadths are generally 
between 300 and 900 metres in elevation, 
divided in two sections: the Sambhar-
Sirohi ranges including Guru Peak on 
Mount Abu, the highest peak in the Aravalli 
Range (5,650 feet [1,722 metres]); and the 
Sambhar-Khetri ranges. The Aravalli Range 
is rich in natural resources (including 
minerals) which serves as a check to the 
growth of the western desert. giving rise to 
several rivers, including the Banas, Luni, 
Sakhi, and Sabarmati. 
As we get comfortable on the Highway, 
revving up, heading towards Rajasthan 
just around 32 Kms ahead of gurugram we 
come across the Industrial Model Township 
Manesar or IMT Manesar. The town is part 
of the Delhi–Mumbai Industrial Corridor 
Project (DMIC) on the Western Dedicated 
Freight Corridor (WDFC) and also located 
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in the influence zone of the Amritsar Delhi 
Kolkata Industrial Corridor (ADKIC) on the 
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC). 
Conspicuously located around a 40 minutes 
drive from Indira Gandhi International 
Airport which gives it a strategic point 
for excellent transport and connectivity. 
Located nearby Manesar is “The Heritage 
Transport Museum”  which is situated on a 
3 acres plot at Tauru Gurgaon, spread over 
four floor houses and consists of exhibition 

galleries, library and reference centre, 
conference rooms, mini auditorium,a 
museum shop, and restaurant facility.
Along the Road, some “must visit places” 
that actually makes the trip worthy where 
Mouth watering delectable food is served 
are The Dhaba’s which by all means puts 
many of the metro city restaurants to 
shame. The Top spots in the business is 
rightfully shared by “The Old Rao Hotel”, 
“Hotel Highway King” & “Mannat” which 
holds spaces to dine more than 500-
1000 guests at a time. Serving Only Pure 
Vegetrian food, the Menu enlists Multiple 
Indian dishes and the sheer quality of the 
Paneer and Makkhan is worth mentioning, 
the mouth watering paranthas are second 
to none, and the mere mention of the 
titilating experience makes my Taste buds 
go into a frenzy.
As we leave IMT Manesar Thence Daruhera 
on the left and Rewari on our right further 
proceeding through Bawal and finally 

entering into the Rajasthan Border, one 
can sight the old Milestones or “KOS 
MINAR”- Unique Medival structures built 
with brick and stones and erected at every 
kos (a distance of around 3.22 Kms when 
converted to metric system) was introduced 
by the pashtun ruler Sher Shah Suri and 
later ordered to be built by the Mughal 
Empror Akbar for determining the distance 
from The Capital City of Delhi and also 
for administrative purposes. They are 
called the google Maps of medival India 
now considered as Protected structures 
by the Archaelogical Survey Of India. 
One can wonder the antiquity of the road 
that passes beneath.. that has shown the 
path not just to travellers & tourists but to 
invaders, cavalries, Emperors, Kings and 
their armies, although the Road doesn’t 
move but it has taken many to their 
destinations- “some Food for thought”. 
The entire route reminiscene of the eras 
past like the very famous Neemrana 

fort palace, located around 84 kms from 
Gurgaon and lying between Shahjahanpur 
and Behror this is the site of 16th-century 
hill-fort occupied by the Last of Chauhan 
Kings till 1947. The erstwhile ruling family 
is considered to be of the direct lineage 
to The Great King Prithviraj Chauhan, set 
in the foothills of the arravalli ranges an 
architectural wonder with its hanging 
gardens, pavilions, balconies and the 
dazzling pools, The Holi Kund, Jalgiri 
Mahal, Uncha Bagh & Mukt Bagh gives an 
accurate representation of the Luxurious 
Living that has cascaded through the 
History and truly restored in every sense 
to its previous glory. The Food served 
over here over a wide variety of South 
Indian, French, Italian, Chinese and Thai 
dishes combined with the sweet hospitality 
extended by the hotel staff makes it stand 
apart as one of the the best heritage 
properties.This fort is evidence of the 
Grandeur and oppulence of the Rajputana 
Royalty and was made alive and brimming 
with beauty by excellent restoration by the 
Neemrana Hotels Group.One of the famous 
adventure activities you can take up in 
Neemrana is Ziplining that gives you an 

enthralling experience.
The true expanse of the economic 
vibrancy of this area is evident once the 
road opens up to the economic zones 
where many MNC’s are established as 
well as an exclusive Japanese Industrial 
zones, it’s a ride through the throbbing 
urbanisation platform which also entails 
a delectable and lasting effect on the taste 
buds by visiting the exquisite Japanese 
restaurants located in the Japanese 
Industrial zones serving quintessential 
authentic & Traditional Japanese dishes, 
both excellent in quality and taste. Apart 
from these Neemrana hosts a number of 
educational Insitutes like NIIT University, 
Raffles University, School of Aeronautics 
(Neemrana) that is one of the best aviation 
colleges in India. Cambay Institute of 
Hospitality Management, also considered 
one of the best in the country.
Further ahead comes the Midway through 
Delhi-Jaipur that is “Behror” a quick bite 
and some rest at “Hotel Highway king” 
or “The Old Rao Hotel” can refresh you 
for the next leg of the journey. These 
hotels can be easily located by their giant 
billboards either side of the roads and 

also work as landmarks during the trip, 
same concept like the old “Kose minars”. 
As we move on and go to the Exquisite yet 
discreet princely estate of Shahpura -The 
Head Seat of The Shekhawat Clan that 
rightfully portrays the Rajput Valour. The 
300 years old Magnificent Fortress boasts 
Indo-Saracenic style of architecture and 
very well managed by brand “SHAHPURA 
HOTELS” headed by the erstwhile Royal 
Family of Shahpura provides a true 
amalgamation of Modern hospitality on 
the canvas of Traditional Royal Living. A 
memorable experience for the food lovers 
as they are served original Traditional 
home recipes using organically grown 
food. The “Shahpura Hotels” have there 
Flagship presence in Jaipur as well, a visit 
to the “Shahpura House” is recommended 
that presents an excellent authentic 
heritage experience and also conveniently 
located near the Jaipur Railway station & 
the bus stand. The town of Shahpura also 
provides some good places to visit like their 
traditional step-wells and colorful bazaars 
for some souvenir shopping.
Moving ahead, as we enter the district 
checkpoint of Jaipur or as is called “The 
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Pink City” we can see the old structures, 
Fort ruins, guard posts and ramparts 
sprining up over the hillsides with greenery 
on either sides of the road. Further ahead 
the road leads to a series of 5 star Luxury 
& Heritage Hotels and finally to the World 
famous and iconic Amer Fort, which is the 
living memory of the bygone era of Royalty, 
the gargantuan expanse of the structure 
makes a real imprint on anyones memory.
The entire History of Mewar is not only full 
of unprecedented tales of Extreme valorous 
Heroism but it also boasts the richness 
of Culture, Tradition, magnanoumous 
architechtural glory surrounded by the 
charisma of larger than Life Heros of the 
Land that makes the underlying spirit 
of this part of India. The Jaipur royalty 
has been famous the world over and in 
the Rajputana for their iconic Amber 
fort. There is too much written about the 
Oppulence of this dynasty and the Enigma 
of the Amber Fort that I would highly 
recommend a visit to this grand fort once 
atleast.

 Amber Fort:-
The Ambikeshwara Fort or more promptly 
called in modern day as Amber or Amer 
Fort is located at a distance of 11 kms from 
the Jaipur city, the seat of Kachawaha 
rulers and also was the capital of old 
Dhundar state of Jaipur. It’s construction 
started in the 16th Century and took almost 
200 years to come to it’s present form,the 
town was originally named Ambikeshwara 
and was later abridged to Amber or Amer. 
Originally said to have been built by the 
Meena’s the city of Amer & Amber Fort 
came to be ruled by Raja Man Singh 1 
and therafter by his decendant Jai Singh 
1 who expanded the fort to it’s current 
form. Overlooking the Maota Lake the 
Amber fort is highly acclaimed for it’s 
artistic style, the cobbled paths leading 
up to the Fort, the beautiful rampart all 
across the fort meandering through the 
troughs and peaks of the adjacent hilltops, 
stairways, courtyards, gateways, balconies 
and the Giant entrance gates engraved 
with beautiful stone carvings. The Major 

attractions of Amer are “Diwan-e-Aam” or 
Hall of Public Audience, “Diwan-e-Khaas” 
or Hall of Private Audience, Ganesh Pol, 
Jaleb Chowk, Singh Pol, Jai Mandir, Yash 
Mandir, Sukh Niwas -where a cool climate 
is artificially created by winds that blow 
over a water cascade within the palace, 
Sheesh Mahal (Hall of Mirrors)- whereby 
if even a single candle is lit inside the 
dark room the mere refelection of it in 
the thousand mirrors on the wall makes it 
look like a thousand stars have appeared 
inside the room a true visual delight, Suhag 
Mandir, Shila Devi Temple-a goddess of 
the Chaitanya cult, the Idol was brought 
by Raja Man Singh 1 when he defeated 
the Raja of Jessore, Bengal-(presently in 
Bangladesh)in 1604, Bhool Bhulaiya, and 
Zanana Dyodhi .
For the more enthusiastic lot enjoyable 
Elephant rides are available, a light show 
in the evening is a visual delight and a 
must see. For those who wants to have a 
close connect with the Elephants, there is 
a nearby place called as “Hathi Gaanv” or 

“The Elephant Village” where tourists fulfill 
there desire to be close to the Humble yet 
giant beast.

 Nahargarh Fort :-
Built by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh in 
1734, the fort was constructed as a place 
of retreat on the summit of the ridge 
above the city. Made famous by many 
bollywood movie shootings and the recent 
development of a wax museum makes this 
place worth a visit.

 Jaigarh Fort:-
Built by Maharaj Jai Singh II in 1726 
and considered as an armour to guard 
the Amber Fort the Jaigarh fort was 
constructed on one of the peaks (Cheel 
ka Teela- Hill of Eagles) of the Aravalli 
ranges 400 meters above overlooking the 
Amer Fort and the Maota Lake. A strong 
fortress of rugged construction around 
3-4 Kilometers in Length and around 
1 Km in width that housed the deadly 
“Jaivana”(Jaivana Cannon) which was 
in it’s time the World’s Largest canon on 
wheels. A precise and unique millitary 
startegy of protecting the point of interest 
by deploying a Artillery battery (or canons) 
depicts the superlative degree of martial 
knowledge of the Rajputs. No wonder the 
fort was called the Victory Fort.
 City Palace :-
Estabilished by the Maharaja Sawai Jai 

Singh II in the year 1727 when he moved 
the Capital from Amer thereby initiating 
the estabilishment of the new capital city 
of JAIPUR, the city palace was constructed 
in a planned manner keeping in mind 
the principles of Vastushastra or Hindu 
Architechture. The Palace was not only 
the center for administration but also the 
location of religious and cultural events, 
as well as a patron of arts, commerce, and 
industry. The site where the City palace 
stands today was originally a royal hunting 

lodge for the King and was located on a 
plain ground surrounded by a rocky hill 
range. Initially the outer walls of the city 
were constructed  by The Then Maharaja 
Sawai Singh Jai Singh II and later on the 
construction work was carried out by his 
decendant Maharaja Ram Singh. The rulers 
of Amber had always maintained              co-
ordial relationships with the Mughals and 
the British Empire hence the City Palace is a 
blend of European, Mughal and Rajputana 
Architecture. Actually the residence of 
the erstwhile Royal Family of Jaipur this 
Heritage site consists of pavilions, gardens 
and temples. The entrance to the Palace 
complex is through three grand gateways 
Tripoli, the Udai Pol and the Virendra 
Pol.The Main attractions of City Palace 
are, Shri Govind Dev Ji Temple, Chandra 
Mahal, the Mukut Mahal, the Maharani’s 
Palace, the Mubarak Mahal, the City Palace 
Museum, the Baggi Khana. All these sites 
are extremely beautiful and require 
substantial time at hand to appreciate their 
beauty. The collection of beautiful artifacts 
and scriptures depicting the History of 
the Amer & Jaipur and the Royal Baggi 
Khana that boasts a rare collection of 
Antique Vehicles are a treat to the eyes. A 
highly recommended place to see is “The 
Silehkhanna” which is a museum full of 
handguns and weapons where we can find 
a wide range of arrows, axes, knives, and 
swords. A multitude of Arms, Ammunitions 
and the Armour used by the Rajputana 
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Soldeirs is also put on display which makes 
one wonder the amazing strategy and 
perilious damage they must have inflicted 
to the enemy.

Hawa Mahal :-
One of the Most beautiful monument 
that serves as an extension to the City 
Palace is the Hawa Mahal built in 1799 for 
the Royal ladies to view the processions 
going on in the streets from a private 
place and not come to view publicly, the 
pardha system, a very strict tradition in 
the Medival india times. Hawa Mahal 
literally translates to palace of breeze as 
is evident by the numerous windows that 
is a distinct feature of this monument as 
it not only helped the Royal ladies to have 
an unrestricted view but also helped to 
keep the palace cool, it is basically an ideal 
summer palace. Amazing fact about this 
Rajput & Mughal architectural wonder that 
is carved out of red and pink sandstone is 
that it is the tallest building in the world 
without a foundation and this five storey 
building has managed to stand upright 
because of of it’s curved design. Hawa 
Mahal has a religious connection also as it 
is dedciated to Lord Krishan and hence the 
shape of this amazingly beautiful structure 
resembles the crown of Lord Krishan.

 Jal Mahal:-
Over the backdrop of Nahargarh Hills and 
located at the center of the Man Sagar Lake 
a grand spectacular monument portraying 
the beauty of Rajput architecture THE JAL 
MAHAL PALACE seems floating over the 
surface of the lake and is the sole focal 
point of attraction of the Man sagar Lake. 

The Palace is 5 stories high out of which 
4 floors are immersed in water when the 
lake is full of water. This standing structure 
is a proof of the prowess of Architectural 
engineering genius of that era, considered 
to have been built by Maharaja Madho 
Singh Ji (I) the Palace was never meant as a 
regular palace to be lived in but as a Royal 
hunting lodge and sits like a Lotus in the 
Lake the beauty of which can be admired 
from the Lake shores.

 Jantar Mantar:-
An Astronomical Scientific Marvel, world 
famous and ciritically accailmed as one 
of the largest Astronomical Observatory 

ever built  is close to the City Palace. A 
brainchild of Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh 
II of Jaipur who was a revered Scholar 
and a Master of Astronomy during his 
times, he ordered the construction of 5 
Astronomical observatories or Jantar 
Mantar in New Delhi, Jaipur, Ujjain, 
Mathura and Varanasi after an extensive 
research and collection of data from all 
around the world by sending his emisaries 
to various  continents. Constructed 
between 1728 -1734 the Jantar Mantar of 
Jaipur is one of the biggest containing 19 
Astronomical instruments and is also the 
most well preserved, it houses the World’s 
Largest stone sundial called the “Samrat 
Yantra” and is a UNESCO world heritage 
site, The Samrat Yantra can measure time 
correct upto 2 seconds of Local Mean 
Time. Accurate and totally functional 
these gigantesque structures makes the 

viewer gawk at their immense size and 
Engineering. The use of stone and marble 
to construct the Observatory at Jantar 
Mantar has made it less prone to erosion 
and more accurate in observation, such 
was the farsightedness of The Maharaja, 
hence the Title “Sawai” was bestowed unto 
him by Emperor Aurangzeb that means a 
person having a “Quarter times” superior 
thinking than his Contemporaries. One can  
imagine the Aura, personality and charisma 
of such a person whose work is alive even 
today not only in spirit but also in practical 
application of Astronomical concepts and 
would further live on for many centuries 
to come.

THE RAMBAGH PALACE HOTEL:-
The Former Residence of the Maharaja of 
Jaipur and Located outside the City Walls. 
A modest garden house was converted into 

a Royal Hunting Lodge in 1887 during the 
reign of Maharaja Sawai Madho Singh ji 
which in the early part of the 20th century  
was expanded into a palace to the plans 
by Sir Samuel Swinton Jacob, an english 
Engineer during the reign of Maharaja 
Sawai Man Singh II who further made 
Rambagh his principal residence and 
added a number of royal suites in 1931. 
It is now converted into a Heritage Hotel 
and managed by the Taj Group. A visit to 
this iconic Palace is highly recommended. 
As one enters the Hotel the fragrance of 
fresh roses fills the air, the entrance of the 
Hotel is beautifully maintained with fresh 
flowers, and it’s galleries and lobbies are 
full of historic paintings and Artwork.
Other interesting places to visit in Jaipur 
are The Birla Temple and Albert Hall 
Museum. Although Jaipur provides 
numerous historical sites to visit one 
should not forget the underlying traditional 
delicacies that await to be explored. It is 
a very well known fact in the whole of 
Rajasthan that every city and every place is 
famous for one or the other food or Sweet. 
If one is inside the walls of the old city, 
it is recommended to indulge your taste 
buds into a titillating experience by trying 
the local street foods & sweets. On the 
legendary arterial Mirza Ismail Road don’t 
forget to try the sweet lassi which in totality 
would bring our trip of this beautiful city to 
a good finish.
We leave the beautiful capital pink city 
of Jaipur and start heading towards 
Kishangarh which lies at a distance of 
around 100 kms. The City of Kishangarh 
also known as the Marble city of India, the 
“Nepheline Syenite” of Kishangarh stream 
of alkaline rock found in the area have 
been marked as the National Geological 
Monument. Another famous place to visit 
here is Gundolav Lake and the 19th century 
Phool Mahal Palace overlooking this Lake 
built as a monsoon retreat for the Maharaja 
of Kishangarh. Temple of The Nine planets 
is also a very famous site to visit here.
Kishangarh fort which is also know as 
Roopangarh Fort is another beautiful fort 
all decorated with Murals and paintings 
with exquisite fountains in the Royal 
courtyard gives an amazing ambience to 
the palace. Mesmerizing and Grand in 
it’s extent it is in this palace the beautiful 
Kishangarh art was born and is famous 
across the world for it’s unique style. one 
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of the most famous painting is the portrait 
of a royal courtesan named “Bani-Thani”.
The Market here is famous for the sweets 
& Kachori’s out of which one can easily 
find the most famous being lcoated on the 
principal road passing through the city.

Hailing from the City of Ajmer I had truly 
enjoyed the Cultural beauty, heritage and 
the various opportunities to witness the 
Traditional threads that were a part of my 
growing years. The city of Ajmer  which has 
a Hindu mythological relevance that places/

puts it at the center of creation and boasts 
one of the few Brahma(The Hindu Lord 
of Creation) temples with a Unique four 
headed Idol of The Lord Himself. It poses a 
Lake with a beautiful backdrop of archaic 
structures of temples with Ancient carvings 
of archways decorated with pillared 
canopies. Considered one of the Oldest 
cities in India, the sacred Pushkar Lake 
is described as ‘Tirtha Raj’ According to 
Hindu scriptures, the king of all pilgrimage 
sites. No pilgrimage is considered complete 
without a dip in in the holy lake.

Places to Visit pushkar are :-
Pushkar Lake :–with the source still 
unknown semi-circular in shape and 
about 8-10 metres deep, Pushkar Lake 
is surrounded by 52 bathing ghats Most 
famous being the Varaha ghat , Gau ghat 
and over 400 temples, and is truly a 
magnificent sight to behold.
The Pushkar Fair :- Considered the largest 
Livestock Fair in Asia, the fair starts with 
the Hindu calendar month of Kartik and 
ends with kartik purnima, late October to 
start of November. The Pushkar Fair or 

“Kartik Mela” is truly a refreshing occasion 
best to be lived and experienced as words 
cannot explain the pelothra of activities 
going around in the fair, right from Hot 
ballon rides, to camel rides to unseen and 
worthy beautifully crafted handicrafts and 
art works.The Pushkar fair attracts around 
200,000 visitors each year, many of them 
are tourists from foreign lands.
Naga Pahar:- Truly splendid Aravali 
mountain that provides a whole view of the 
entire city of Ajmer along with its Famous 
Lakes and the  Holy pushkar city nestled in 
between these beautiful mountain ranges, 
higly recommended for photography and 
trekking enthusiasts.
Man Mahal :-Located on the East of the 
Lake lies the Splendid Man Mahal Fort  
erected as a guest house for Raja Ram 

Singh-I of Amer and is a treat to the eyes, it 
boasts of a spacious Royal house providing 
a pictrusque view of the splendid beauty of 
the lake.
Pushkar Palace:- built in the 17th 
century by the Maharaja of Jaislamer 
it has been transformed into a heritage 
property and presently run under the 
Government of Rajasthan, being one of 
the historically significant palaces in 
pushkar the Pushkar Palace evokes a regal 
sensation of Rajasthani hey days with its 
distinct architecture, handiworks and royal 
comfort.
Savitri Temple & Rangji Temple :- Places 
of religious Relevance and a must visit site.
ANA SAGAR:-
An artificial Lake built in 1135 -1150 
AD by Arnoraja (or Anaji Chauhan) the 
Grandfather to The Great Prithiviraj 
Chauhan and was named after him. On 
the banks of this beautiful lake having an 
expanse of around 13 kms is a pleasant 
green garden with beautifully constructed 
marble pavilions erected in 1637 by the 
Mughal empror Shah Jahan. A series of 
Underground Tunnels were estabilished 
having one opening in Daulat Bagh as 

well, the extent of these tunnels are still 
a mystery. At the center of the Lake is a 
small island with some greenery, boat rides 
around the lake are some other interesting 
activities that have been introduced off 
late.
AKBARI FORT :-
History as we know is an account of the 
mistakes made, the events that occured and 
lesson’s learnt by the future generations. 
The Akbari Fort holds a major relevance 
in this regard and it was at the gates of 
this legendary structures where the then 
Mughal emperor Jehangir read out the 
Royal farmaan for permitting “The British 
East India Company” to trade with India 
that subsequently led to bringing India 
under the British Colonial Rule which took 
almost 2 centuries to end. It’s construction 
was commissioned by Emperor Akbar in 
1570’s and later It was also the residence 
of Emperor Akbar’s Son Prince Salim. The 
Fort has a Museum which dispalys Mughal 
and Rajputana Armours & Sculptures.
SONI JI KI NASIYAN:-
Highly regarded by the Digambar jain as 
the epitome of beauty, purity, religious 
gratitude and portraying the omnipresence 
of the Lord, Soni Ji ki Nasiyan is nothing 
less of a marvel and an astonishing 
amalgamation of Architecture, engineering 
and the work to details. Dedicated to 
the first Thirthankar of Jain Sect “Lord 
Rishabhdev”, the Temple was built by the 
Late Sri Rai Bahadur Seth Moolchand Ji and 
Shri Seth Nemichand Soni Ji in the 1865 
but it took almost 25 years to complete a 3 
dimensional miniature artwork depicting 
the Ayodhya made out of almost 1000 
Kilograms of pure Gold and a Marvel to 
behold as very rare such beauty transpires 
into the non-living entities, rightfully 
called the Svarna Nagri or the city of 
gold the Temple is still under the rightful 
administration of the Honourable Soni 
Family. Boasting of visits by distinguished 
personalities and state dignitories both pre 
and post independence the likes of Lords, 
Viceroy’s, Presidents to Prime ministers and 
even Indian Commander-in-Chief General 
K.M. Kariappa had visited this beautiful 
site and basked in the transcedental beauty 
and purity of this sanctified place. Places 
to see here apart form the Main Temple 
are The Vedi’s, Shantinath statue- 54 feet 
statue would be the highest Shantinath 
statute in the world is being built here. 
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Manastambha- A beautifully carved 82 feet 
high structure and an extensive Library of 
rare Jain Scriptures adorn this pious place 
which is beacon of Jainism.  
TARAGARH:- 
TheTaragarh Fort constructed in 1113 
AD upon a steep hillside and built under 
the reign of King Ajaypal Chauhan is a 
landmark Fort which is remnisent of the 
Ajmer dynasty in olden times. Displaying 
the marvel of Rajstahni Architecture it is 
considered to be the First Hill fortress in all 
of Asia and was famous as an impenetrable 
fortress with 4.5 meters thick Fort Walls . 
there are three entrances to the fort namely 
the Lakshmi Pol, Phuta Darwaza, and 
Gagudi ki Phatak. Known for its torcherous 
approaches and relentless terrain the 
Taragarh Fort hosted a Pelothra of Tunnels 
crisscrossing all across the hillside one 
can imagine the strategy that may have 
been implemented to put these tunnels to 
good use during dire times and battle. The 
evidence of the versatility posed by this Fort 
can be seen as it has numerous battlements 
the largest of these bastion being the 
Bhim Burj, on which was once mounted 
a large cannon called Garbh Gunjam or 
‘Thunder from the Womb’ one can relate 
to the mayhem it must’ve caused given the 
name of the Heavy Medival artillary. The 
Fort had water reservoirs carved of the old 
mountain rocks for holding potable water 
and had provision for stocking supplies in 
order to sustain human livesfor a long time 
in times of siege. With soo much of Tactful 
planning that went into its construction 
the Placement of this Fort atop the Hill 
provided a bird’s eye view of the whole city 
and provides a marvellous spot for Photo 
enthusiasts and tourists alike to admire the 
beauty of Ajmer City.
*Ajmer has been long coveted as a prime 
seat of Sunni sect of Islam boasting the 
World Famous Tomb(Dargah) of the 
great preacher, ascetic, religious scholar, 
philosopher, and mystic from Sistan, 
Chishtī Muʿīn al-Dīn ʿasan Sijzī (1142–1236 
CE), most famously known as Hazrat 
Khwājā Ghareeb Nawaz, or reverently as 
a Shaykh Muʿīn al-Dīn or Muʿīn al-Dīn or 
Khwājā Muʿīn al-Dīn and promulgated to 
Medival India and to the world the famous 
Chishtiyya order of Sunni mysticism. 
Considered as one of the most outstanding 
figures in the annals of Islamic mysticism 

he allowed the use of Music in their 
devotional duty towards lords and hymns 
to Lord, a practise which is till beautifully 
practiced and famous for their classic 
Qawwali practice dedicated to the Lord. 
This Holy site embraces all irrespective of 
Caste ,religion, rich or poor and had been 
visited by emperors including The Mughal 
Emperor Akbar Himself almost 14 Times 
during his reign. Even today many starlets 
and celebrities visit this very Holy place.
Having travelled plenty of times through 
the route I have felt that it always feels 

to have one more round-up of all these 
beautiful travel spots. A roadtrip through 
this route is best advised and very well 
enjoyed with family or friends. Happy 
travelling..!!

SAURABH SINGH

Profession:- Merchant Mariner
Expereince:- 18 Years.
Academically bright student , joined shipping aged 18 
and gained varied experiences in many Trades. Passionate 
Artist, Loves playing the strings, writing are some Hobbies 
along with an equal passion for Bikes, Marshall Arts, YOGA, 
Swimming, Cycling & Working Out. Trying to present an 
Unadultered View of SeaLife and seafarers to the World and 
bring about a change in the perception of Sailors.

For years, the faculties of imagination 
and creation have been used as 
a response to uncertainty and 

catastrophe. Now, art is a testimony to 
those times, a vivid commentary. When 
the global pandemic laid siege to our way 
of life, I found myself in the throes of 
emotions. But soon, art became a means of 
making sense of it, of capturing the changes 
happening around the world and finding 
my own place in it.
The book “Kaleidoscope of Cheer and Hope” 
is the outcome of my personal response 
to this exceptional period. It is a labour of 
love, feelings translated on paper. In the 
last few months, I have created over one 
hundred drawings, shoulder to shoulder 
with the everyday happenings, keeping a 
record of life during these unprecedented 
times. Here, I present fifty drawings that 
have entitled me to laugh, cry, emote, 
question and form new ideas. Art imitates 
life and these drawings have been my 
survival kit through these tough times. Now 
I want them to be yours. 
No doubt, science has been saving the 
world from falling in the grip of the nasty 
virus but I bet, art has been empowering 
us to fight the battle. This book is a humble 
attempt to blur the relationship between 
both, ‘life and art’ & ‘art and its viewers’.

BOOK launch- Kaleidoscope  
of Cheer and Hope
by Manjulika Pramod

I am an electronics and communications engineer by 
education. After having worked in the corporate industry, 
I started my second innings as a freelance writer. I have 
been blogging for the last ten years and have written 

for many esteemed newspapers and publications. I am a 
published short story writer and this is my first book.

MANJULIKA PRAMOD
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The sun is playing hide and seek 
behind the building until it loses, 
bringing the evening close, a time to 

celebrate. Standing inside the frame of the 
window of the drawing - room, I see the 
light as it seeps faintly through the trees 
and dusk falls, ever so silently landing 
softly in my garden on the gentle blades of 
grass. The Pilkhan tree stands nondescript 
wedged between the giant Jamun and its 
aloof neighbour draped in golden yellow 
of the Copper Pod tree. The elderly protect 
their younger one, like a child, with 
their branches covering its head having 
overgrown with their limbs extended well 
in our house, as if inviting themselves. 
The young shoots of Copper Pod have 
grown, falling with seductive charm, over 
the boundary wall with their palms laden 

with small golden flowers, sprinkling 
them quietly making a montage of golden 
and green on our lawn. In its contrast, 
the Jamun tree is slowly awakening from 
its slumber, shedding its old leaves and 
donning parrot green gown. Soon she will 
be weighed down with the fruits inviting 
squirrels and children alike to feast on the 
purple fruit.
Growing up in Jaipur, my life of decades 
lies curled up in a few yards. The arterial 
road of Bapunagar houses most of my 
childhood memories. Extending somewhat 
to the beginning of Gandhinagar which 
houses only government officials, I lived 
many years of my life with the trees in 
between. The road beckons me, trees seem 
to lean towards me and the dogs of the road 
call out my name and I knew they were all 

waiting for me. 
Amongst all my four homes, the one in 
Gandhinagar is the most inviting. Perhaps 
it’s because of the retaining structure along 
with the trees that my father and I had 
planted that remain. Invariably now and 
then I find myself standing outside B-4, the 
house where I had lived when I was seven 
years old. By now not much had changed 
though the buff coloured boundary wall 
has been raised and a small metal gate 
removed, obstructing the view of the house. 
Names on the nameplate have changed 
over the years and a new numbering 
system has given the house a new identity 
I-30. From the road, one can see the mango 
tree standing tall. It used to provide shade 
in the courtyard where I spent hours 
with my new friend, a white Pomeranian 

A Home at Both 
Ends of the Road
by Rahul Gupta

Illustration by Shubhshree Mathur

A farmer by passion, Landscape 
Designer by profession, he is based 
in Jaipur and loves to capture his 
journeys through the lens and words.

EDITORS’ PICK

puppy. We kept chasing each other and 
when tiredness overtook us, we sat under 
its shade for respite.  On one of its lower 
branches, I had kept a bird feeder and it 
was such a joy to get regular visits from 
these tiny delightful creatures. 
Being near the house always gives me a 
nostalgic feeling of childhood and an urge 
to climb on my father’s shoulders and pluck 
a few kairi from the mango tree. I can still 
hear my mother’s admonishing flying past 
the kitchen window to not let me eat the 
tiny green fruits lest it got the better of 
my throat. For a few moments my father 
pretended to be deaf.
My eyes seek the Siris tree on the other 
side of the road. The majestic tree is no 
more leaving me the memories of its sweet 
fragrance. I fondly remember chasing the 
sallow complexioned light and fluffy flower 
as it sailed above the road and settled 
in our garden. Gathering a few, I would 
recede to the corner and holding the flower 
by the stem, would imitate my father’s 
shaving motions. I can still feel the softness 
of the flower against my cheek and its 
aroma swivelling around me.
Mother took good care of the garden as 
father chased the dacoits. In the company 
of the purple bougainvillea creeper, some 
of the evening sunlight would fall on the 
crisp paan shaped petals of the poinsettia 

that thrust its scarlet head in the sky. Tied 
neatly to bamboo spikes, the multi-coloured 
sweet peas stood in elegance as I ran to 
gather them in my arms, pressing my face 
into the petals, filling my tiny lungs with 
their aroma. Another edge was lined with 
dainty pansy and arresting colours of the 
petunias. Along the lines of hollyhocks, 
I would lie on the grass looking at the 
porcelain sky. Sometimes my father would 
join me in the languid evenings, standing 
tall in his Khaki uniform, he would sit with 
me and the garden became a happy place. 
One side of the house lived in the 
continuous shadow of mulberry trees. 
My sister loved the purple offering, as 
I preferred settling for the sweet white 
variety. The langurs made no distinction 
and enjoyed fruits from both the trees with 
equal love. They ate less and threw many 
more to the ground. I was happy to pick 
their spoils and eat at leisure. 
Standing outside the locked gate, I try 
and peep through its slants only to see a 
handsome peacock preening itself on the 
driveway. Through the narrow slit, my eyes 
search for my childhood, as I look for my 
old friends- the Banyan tree who was there 
even before we moved to this house. How 
I wished to climb its slender trunk and 
dance with the young pink dancing leaves 
wanting to meet the ghost who supposedly 

resided in its belly. Throw stones at the 
Tamarind tree and fill my pockets with 
the sinewy dark brown sour pleasures. To 
hear the songs of the Koels, dance with the 
peacocks and listen to the gossips of the 
Bulbuls, watch the Mynah’s fight and shout 
alongside the shrieks of the crow. 
I can still hear the creaking of the old 
ceiling fan in the verandah, the shrill horn 
of the police jeep and orchestra of the 
insects. The scent of moist earth greets 
my senses and I can feel the taste of raw 
Gulmohar buds. The green leaves plastered 
on the dark grey road after a storm and 
the moonlight spilling in the courtyard. 
Mother calling me, holding the warm glass 
of milk in her pallu, asking me to drink 
before the demons come and take me away. 
The rain dancing softly on the corrugated 
roof, warm fragrance of sweet peas, rich 
and overpowering smell of tobacco all 
waft through the gates as I see my father 
in the distance, partly hidden by the smoke 
from his cigarette with his arms wide open 
inviting me to come in.
They are all there, on the other side of life 
as I stand on the opposite, waiting for them 
to emerge and embrace me once again, to 
hear the laughter of my parents, the voices 
of my ancestors, holding my sister’s hand 
and the quiet within.
Leaving my memories I walk back to 
create new ones, now from the other 
side. My son is waiting for me to climb 
on my shoulders and reach out to the old 
Champa tree; standing in the center of the 
garden with small newly sprouted green 
leaves. Laughing together we watch the 
squirrels drink water from a dripping tap 
and the pool beneath. It is also time to feed 
the pigeon that has laid two eggs in our 
balcony.
Tonight two young boys sleep next to each 
other looking at the bright stars embedded 
in the dark sky- both tucking in their 
respective fathers, they sleep knowing 
that they are not alone. The gentle breeze, 
fragrance of Madhumalti and their two 
dogs next to them is reassuring. 

Currently working as a faculty at 
Srishti Manipal institute of Art 
Design and technology. She also 

works as a freelance illustration 
artist for many publishing 

platforms.

Ms. Shubhshree Mathur
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ART ARENAART ARENA

 Artwork Saurabh Singh
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LENS VIGNETTE

Location:  Barcelona
This picture was taken by me when I was thirteen years old 
roaming the streets of Barcelona when I came across its port. 
This boat, “Baleria” is one of the majestic boats in Barcelona. 
When I saw this as the sky was swarmed with beautiful clouds, 
indeed it felt like it was a ballet on the sea.

Photographer:  ALAANA
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INTERVIEW

Please tell us about the early years of your life. How you chose 
to become an actress?
I was a very extroverted child and I actually wanted to become a 
director, in fact I have studied film making and worked on a couple 
of projects as an AD and in other few projects as a line producer 
back in the UK. By working on sets behind the cameras I started 
getting passionate about the art of being in front of them. 
Being an actress, travelling must be a part of your life. Which 
travel destinations are your favourite?
Whenever I travel for work unfortunately I do not get that much 
time to visit the city I’m staying in. When I feel like relaxing I 
love places like Maldives or Thailand. For parties I would never 
exchange Goa with any other place, whilst for shopping and family 
local trips I love my native place in Italy and London.
How do you keep up with work and travelling all around the 
world?
All depends upon where I’m going. If we travel somewhere where 
facilities like gym and kitchens are available then I’m quite sorted 
whilst if we go to a remote village, which sometimes happens when 
filming, can become hard in coping with fitness and diet.
As we know you’re born and brought up in Milan, Italy. How 
do you find living in India?
Living in India is for me a great experience and Mumbai has 
almost absorbed me to the point I feel like I’ve lived here forever.
Which destination in India attracts you the most?
In India my favourite touristic places are Goa, Pondicherry and 
Rishikesh. 
How was your experience shooting in Arbour 28?
A really nice and equipped place, great location and as far as I’ve 
seen there was a wide range of nice dishes on menu.
Does travelling inspire you? Our readers would love to know 
how?
Yes of course it does, every time I travel I discover something new 
about people and cultures that eventually makes me become more 
aware of myself. Travelling has always put me in a closer touch 
with my senses
What kind of diet and the food regime do you follow? 
I am a pescatarian and that too only twice a week otherwise I’m 
mostly vegan and I practice intermittent fasting.
We try to promote Vegan food in order to prohibit animal 
killing. Being an animal lover, what are your views on vegan 
diet?
I love vegan food because it makes me feel good the fact that I’m 
not introducing in my body any killed animal nor some animal that 
has been exploited in order to make that product like dairies for 
example. People think that by having dairies and not meat they’re 
doing something good for not killing the animal, almost forgetting 
that in order to get milk and other products animals have to go 
through hell.
We would like you to suggest some travel destinations for our 
enthusiastic travellers.
Once the whole world frees itself from the COVID-19, my 
recommended destinations are Italy, Maldives, Istanbul and 
Morocco.

Giorgia 
Andriani

Please tell us about the early years of your life.
Life was all about caring sharing loving and travelling. Though 
I loved to travel I also loved to creatively experience culture 
character and cuisine 
What fashion means to you?
Fashion is very personal and it transforms translates and 
transcends traditions and trends to bring out the best in a person. 
Fashion is not blindly following magazines or even what is 
promoted by the experts as the must haves of the season but what 
actually enhances the best in you .
Our readers would love to know about your initiative ‘Fashion 
for a Cause’.
My grandfather taught me to be thankful for everything. As a 
child I realised that we need to value and cherish everything and 
to share with those less privileged.  My love for animals and to 
understand the true meaning of humanity was laid by them. My 
collection strives to be organic nature friendly Sustainable and 
without using leather or fur. I also try to support a cause and 
creatively create awareness for community concerns 
What inspired you to become a social activist?
My grandparents. They taught me by example that what was 
most important was to be a good human being. I learnt that there 
was enough for every mans need but nit for every mans greed. 
Humanity above all. It was not about caste creed colour culture but 
Humanity.
Seeing voiceless animals being abused and how meaningless 
massacres mutilated minds there was a need to show by example 
how to selflessly step up to make a difference 
Through our Magazine, would you like to convey a message to 
the readers?
Coronavirus scare has shown us the importance of love send 
compassion.  The world has realised how important humanity is 
and how the need to have not just humans but every living being 
supported and respected. Nature and natural resources need our 
nurturing. 
My message saving water planting trees respecting Mother Earth 
should be mandatory and manifested as a mission.
To quench your taste buds, what cuisines do you prefer?
Having travelled the world and lived in New York most of my life 
which probably has the best cuisines from all over the world I’ve 
explored culinary global delicacies. Sushi and Sashimi I truly enjoy 
but on a day to day basis I need my simple homemade dal / dahi 
chawal, simple Indian homemade food.

Sanjana 
Jon

Being a traveller, what are the responsible points you suggest 
to people?
Exploring the world and enjoying the best of the rest of the world 
is important not just to learn about other cultures but also to  
experience enhance and enable each one of us to expand enrich  
enforce evolve to have tolerance and  love for each and every 
living being and this Earth we live in.
Through these trying times we have learnt the value of health 
and the importance of protecting and respecting the environment 
not just where we live but when we travel as well to ensure the 
wellbeing of everyone and everything around.
Stay healthy and blessed
Live and Learn to Love and spread Light
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Photographer- Kaustub Kamble, Mumbai
Gowns- Sanjana Jon
Jewellery: Neeita Bhonsle and Vinessa
Celebrities- Giorgia Andriani and Sanjana Jon
Location: Arbour Andheri West, Mumbai



4948 TRAVEL LINKS | JULY-AUGUST 2020 JULY-AUGUST 2020 | TRAVEL LINKS 

Photographer- Kaustub Kamble, Mumbai
Gowns- Sanjana Jon
Jewellery: Neeita Bhonsle and Vinessa
Celebrities- Giorgia Andriani and Sanjana Jon
Location: Arbour Andheri West, Mumbai



5150 TRAVEL LINKS | JULY-AUGUST 2020 JULY-AUGUST 2020 | TRAVEL LINKS 

Photographer- Kaustub Kamble, Mumbai
Gowns- Sanjana Jon
Jewellery: Neeita Bhonsle and Vinessa
Celebrities- Giorgia Andriani and Sanjana Jon
Location: Arbour Andheri West, Mumbai



5352 TRAVEL LINKS | JULY-AUGUST 2020 JULY-AUGUST 2020 | TRAVEL LINKS 

Photographer- Kaustub Kamble, Mumbai
Gowns- Sanjana Jon
Jewellery: Neeita Bhonsle and Vinessa
Celebrities- Giorgia Andriani and Sanjana Jon
Location: Arbour Andheri West, Mumbai



5554 TRAVEL LINKS | JULY-AUGUST 2020 JULY-AUGUST 2020 | TRAVEL LINKS 

SHOBA MOHAN

Please let us know 
about your initial 
years when you 
began your career 
journey.

Initial years in the travel business were 

as early as 1995, beginning as a program 

editor for an inbound travel company that 

also allowed me to learn the ropes of travel 

operation, itinerary making, costing, etc. 

From then on, I went to work with a Time 

Share company first in sales and then in 

reservations and another company looking 

at domestic and outbound travel and 

bespoke MICE. I turned an entrepreneur in 

1998, starting with a friend who continues 

to be a friend and guide to promote travel 

opportunities to bespoke owner-run villas 

and lodges at Delhi’s driving distances. 

The seed for RARE had been sown, and the 

company, in its present ideology, came into 

existence from 2004. 

How and when did 
the thought of Rare 
India emerge, and 
what inspired you 
for it?

Because of my intrepid travel, I moved 

towards the unique traveling experiences 

by bus, train, road, and hitching a ride 

on a bike once in Kumaon Hills. This was 

all between 1998-2000, and while on one 

hand I discovered secret and sacred places 

which were small owner-run non-hotels, I 

also found my passion for marketing hotels 

with a story and intrinsically connected to 

the earth.

What were the 
challenges you faced 
during the entire 
journey, and how did 
you overcome them?

 

I became an entrepreneur when I was 28 

years old; at that age, there is no challenge, 

only a head full of ideas and a heart full of 

hope. And of course, the immense capacity 

to work hard at everything – home, 

children, work, parties, and ideas.

 

What is the 
advice that you 
would like to give 
to the budding 

entrepreneurs and the learning 
you would like to share i.e., the 
success mantra or the qualities 
one needs to have? How should 
one keep on going without 
saying “quit” and be the winner 
in their own right?
 

There is no second place to hard work and 

an original idea whose time has come. You 

have to live out your passion for the work 

you do, be willing to learn and grow, and 

work hard to get there. Please don’t hanker 

after money; it is a natural by-product of 

a job well done. One needs tenaciousness 

and keep evolving. It is your idea to 

nurture, and you have to hold on to it, even 

if it means you don’t have many takers….. 

You have to believe your time will come. 

And it will.

 

Hereon, keeping in 
mind the current 
situation and 
scenario, what do 

you think the future travel 
industry holds.
 

This situation is an opportunity for the 

industry. A unique moment in time to 

revisit what we have been doing for 

years now. As they say, if you keep doing 

Q

Q

Q Q

Q

Q
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the same thing, the results will not be 

different. Break the mold, press refresh, 

and revisit the idea of travel. This is the 

‘game-changer’ moment, and most of us 

are still stuck in the comfort zone and wish 

to fall back into ‘safe’ strategies. Innovate, 

collaborate, and create a new paradigm. 

The time is now.

 

What trends do you 
think are going to 
change, and how 
different should we 

look at the future travel and 
tourism industry trends?

I am not sure about trends, but I know 

innovation. Sustainable and Responsible 

Travel in the future not only for travel 

or business but also for this world as it 

is besieged with climate change and the 

excesses of hyper-consumerism.

 

Last but not least, 
please let us know 
what you are most 
passionate about 

or what inspires you to keep 
ongoing.
 

I am obsessed with the idea of living 

‘consciously.’ And taking this to every 

niche of my life. I want to revisit the 

concept of enough and its contribution to 

happiness. To wake up to a day of sunshine 

and young people talking about climate 

change inspires me and keeps me going. 

It helps me create forums to have people 

engaged and children looking at the planet 

with stars in their eyes.  My focus is to 

leave the world a better place physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually. I am not sure 

how….but as I walk, the path opens, one 

step at a time.

INTERVIEW

Shoba Mohan is the Founder 
Partner of RARE India, a 

company that has been promoting 
conservation and community-

based tourism with sustainability 
as a keystone value for tourism 

and hospitality. She sits onboard 
associations like RTSOI, TTC, 
IAHRC etc. and promotes the 

idea that sustainable travel is 
future-ready and luxury has to 

be redefined around parameters 
that believe in protection and 

preservation of the planet.

Ms. Shoba Mohan
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As those that have experienced it 
will already know, Africa travel is 
addictive.

Despite its global reputation for poverty 
and poor schooling, the African continent is 
actually a hotbed of creativity.
There’s something about the continent that 
gets under your skin - so that once you’ve 
been there, you’ll find yourself dreaming 
about your return almost as soon as you 
leave.
I had a direct Kenyan Airlines flight from 
Mumbai which helped me reach Nairobi in 
six hours in year sept 2018. The morning  
after our arrival we decided to take off the 
road to Amboseli National Park. The drive 
was smooth and we were welcomed by a 
herd of elephants, as we checked into Ol 
Tukai Lodge.
Amboseli is often called the ‘Land of Giants’ 
– due to the impressive elephants here 
carrying massive tusks. Four of the Big Five 
are easily found here expect Rhino. One 
can also see lots of water birds in swamp 

habitat.

Journey through 
Kenya’s 
Wilderness
by Sanchi Aggarwal

Nothing but breathing the air 
of Africa, and actually walking 
through it, can communicate 
indescribable sensation. 

- William Burchell

The national park is set against magnificent 
Mt Kilimanjaro, which makes an awesome 
backdrop to it. Mt Kilimanjaro is the 
highest free-standing, snow covered 
dormant volcano mountain.
Nature lovers can explore five different 
habitats here ranging from the dried-
up bed of Lake Amboseli, wetlands 
with sulphur springs, the savannah and 
woodlands.
As we were on game drives, our guide 
told us to wait patiently and after waiting 
for almost 45mins we saw the rare sight 
of African elephants mating. We saw 
flamingos, pied kingfisher , grant’s zebras, 
blue wildebeest , ostrich , pelicans, cape 
buffalo, imphala , giraffe and spotted 
hyena.
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Next morning we enroute Lake Naivasha 
with much happiness and solace. After a 
six hours drive (300 km) we reached for 
Lunch in our posh Lake Naivasha Sopa 
Lodge.
Lake Naivasha is a freshwater lake in 
Kenya and  it is part of the Great Rift 
Valley. The topography  of the region 
completely changes to a green patch all 
over. 
Lake Naivasha is known as a world 
class birding destination. The waters of 
the lake draw a great range of game to 
these shores. Giraffes wander among the 
acacia, Buffalo wallow in the swamps and 
Colobus monkeys call from the treetops 
while the Lakes large hippo population 
sleep the day out in the shallows.
Next morning after the boat ride in Lake 
Naivasha, we visited Hells Gate National 
Park. Hell’s Gate National Park takes its 
name from a pair of massive red-tinged 
cliffs framing a geothermally active 
interior of steam vents and bubbling 
springs. Walking is permitted, making 
it ideal for hiking, biking, and rock 
climbing.
The park is home to a profusion of 
plains game and birdlife. One can spot 
lammergeyer (The Bearded Vulture) in 
this park , but sadly I couldn’t capture it 
as they were flying high and far.
Next day we started our journey to Masai 
Mara. The drive is pretty long and most 
of the roads towards the end are hard 
with rough bumpy terrain.
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We Checked for 3 nights into Sarova 
Mara Game Park which is one of the Best 
Game Reserve in Mara.
The Masai Mara National Reserve is a 
land of breath-taking vistas, abundant 
wildlife and endless plains.
We decided to go for some game drives 
post Lunch and was awed by the vast 
grasslands.
The reserve is a photographer’s and 
naturalist’s paradise, with abundant 
elephant, buffalo, giraffe, lion and 
cheetah alongside the migratory 
wildebeest and zebra. The park is also 
home to over 450 bird species.
The great wildebeest migration is one of 
the most phenomenal natural spectacles 
in the world also known as The world 
cup of wildlife. It is incredible, it is 
magical, it is indescribable and it is a 
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I’m Sanchi Aggarwal- travel 
photographer based out of Delhi, 
India .It has been 7 years in this world 
of photography. Work acclaimed 
by many international and national 
publications.Do visit my gallery on 
instagram @nomadic_eyes.

SANCHI AGGARWAL

Picture Credits: Sanchi Aggarwal

must!
Over two million animals migrate from 
the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania to 
the greener pastures of the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve in Kenya during July 
through to October.
The Mara River crossing is considered the 
climax of the migration period. It is an 
event that will take you through a range 
of emotions: anticipation, heartache, 
inspiration, excitement and so much more. 
The sheer sight of the first herds of animals 
rushing into the crocodile-infested river 
will make you long for this wildebeest 
migration every year.
Everything in Africa bites but the safari bug 
is worst of all.
Next day we went for the full day game 
drive. We saw a pride of lionesses resting 
on the hill top.
 While on game drive we  had a very close 
encounter with cheetah. 
Other animals spotted were cheetah, hyena, 
black-backed and side-striped jackals, 
hippo, crocodile, baboons, warthog, topi, 
eland, Thompson’s gazelle, Grant’s gazelle, 
impala and zebra.

 The Masai Mara is  one of Kenya’s birding 
hotspots. The park is particularly rich in 
raptors with 57 species present. Popular 
Bird Species seen on this Maasai Mara 
National Reserve Birding Tour: Rosy-
breasted Longclaw, Secretary bird, Kori 
Bustard, Southern Ground Hornbill and 
many more.
Make sure you do as many Game drives 
as you can, as that’s the best way to sight 
wildlife.
The plains of Maasai Mara are not just 
known for its amazing flora and fauna. It is 
also home to some of the most spectacular 
sunsets that one can witness in the African 
Savannah .
Next day we visited tribal village and 
had an interaction with the Maasai tribe. 
In Kenya, there are 43 tribes of Maasai. 
Each tribe has their own language and 
markings. Maasai have stretched ears for 
identification to show that they are from 
Maasai Tribe. They live as a clan. Maasai 
people practice polygamy. 
 Recognizable for their red robes and 
beaded jewellery, the Maasai follow their 
cattle herds, moving their settlements as 

they search for water sources and new 
pastureland.
Maasai have a patriarchal society. They 
have:
• Chief – man who is eldest in the village.
• Mid-wife – She takes care of pregnant 
ladies.
• Mid-man – He collects herbal medicines 
for sick people
The most important matters of each group 
are divided by the Chief.
The Maasai take lion hunting very seriously 
indeed. Going on a solo hunt for a male 
lion (they don’t hunt females) is seen by 
the tribe as a display of great courage 
and strength. But in recent years the lion 
population has dwindled due to disease. 
The Maasai created a new rule that means 
they can now only hunt in groups, allowing 
the lion population to recover.
So here the one week just passed and we 
took our ride back to the Airport for the 
return flight.
I hope you have an experience that alters 
the course of your life because after Africa, 
nothing has ever been the same.
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There is no dearth of beaches in India, 
infact the country has varied types to 
cater to different taste pallet/mood of 

seekers of sun and sand. Inspite of this, for 
over 5 decades Goa, has been the preferred 
beach destination amongst the youth which 
is popularized by foreigners/ hippies for its 
free culture, amazing nightlife, local booze, 
cruises, gambling joints, tempting seafood, 
water sports, and luxury resorts.
There are many unexplored/ hidden gems 
on the Indian coasts, especially on the 
Konkan belt, Maharashtra – one such beach 
is the Karde beach at Dapoli.
Dapoli is a small town in the Ratnagiri 
district of Maharashtra. It is approximately 
220 kms from Mumbai (6 hours drive) and 
around 185 kms from Pune ( 5 hours of 
drive). The best way to get here is by road, 
as the connectivity has improved over the 
years and only small portion of the journey 
is bumpy otherwise it is a good scenic 
stretch for a drive.
For those who have motion sickness and 
do not prefer traveling by road, the next 
best alternative is the train option. The 

Dapoli
by kamlesh Kaltari

LESSER KNOWN
closest train station, Khed is just 40 kms 
away from Dapoli. The flight option isn’t 
worth considering as the nearest airport is 
(Ratnagiri) is around 100 kms away.
Dapoli is located at an altitude of 800 ftand 
is surrounded by pristine beaches, many 
historical temples, forts, historic places, 
and caves. The prominent beaches around 
Dapoli are Anjarle beach, Harnai Beach, 
Karde beach. The weather around the year 
is cool and this place is also known as ‘Mini 
Mahabaleshwar’
The best part of Karde beach is that one 
can indulge in bliss spending an evening by 
the beach watching the sunset; capturing 
moments of the most wonderful part of the 
day with loved ones in the company of the 
refreshing breeze along with the soothing 
sound of the waves, which feels like a 
piece of music for the soul and required 
nourishment for the wandering mind.
It is not just the place of forts and temples, 
there is a lot in store for the water sport 
activity lovers. A lot of activities like Jet 
Skiing, Parasailing, Banana Boat rides, 
Water Skiing, etc. can be enjoyed at very 
reasonable prices compared to other places 
in India.
For dolphin lovers there is a lot to cheer 

as well – an early morning boat-ride, deep 
into the sea cutting the storming waves to 
witness the beautiful dolphins is a must 
and can’t be skipped.
Flora and fauna: This region is famous for 
its Alphanso mangos, cashew nuts, and 
flower specie called champa (Plumeria 
Rubra).
Prominent places to visit:
Ganapati Temple: Near the Aanjarle 
village, there is a temple that is built on 

a huge mountain and is famously known 
as Kadyawarcha Ganapati – literally 
translating to “Ganapati of the Hill” 
It is being said that this temple must be 
built in Madhavrao Peshve period i.e. aging 
back to the 12thcentury.As per locals, this 
temple was at the seashore – infact two 
temples were at the seain the ancient days, 
one Temple of Aanjarleshwar & other of 
Ganapati, which used to get drowned in the 
sea during high tides. The Ganapati temple 
was repositioned at the hill-topto prevent 
damages from the tides.
The 5 feet tall Ganpati idol is mesmerizing, 
has the trunk folded towards the right side, 
and is adorned by small idols of his wives 
Riddhi and Siddhi, on each side. 
Also, do not miss visiting the famous fort 
of Suvarnadurg, which is right opposite to 
this temple to enjoy the sunset along the 
seaside.
Panhalekaji Caves: Panhalekaji is another 
village in Dapoli, which has natural beauty 
around in abundance and also is poised 
with a rich heritage. There are ancient 
caves on the mountain facing the river, 
thorli-dhakti kotjai. The unique thing 
about these caves is that they have 28 
compartments.

About the Author
Kamlesh Kaltari, a Chartered Accountant by 
profession, is social and fun-loving young 
chap who loves to travel with friends and 
family. He likes to spend quality time with 
near and dear ones and loves to explore 
new things be it food, places, adventure 
activities, languages, creating own recipes, 
organising events etc.
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ADVERTORIAL

ITC MUGHAL THE 
LUXURY COLLECTION 
RESORT & SPA IN 
AGRA

An Architectural Marvel And Aga Khan Award 
Winner In The City Of Taj Mahal

A tribute to the royal mughal era

One has only heard stories of 
Mughal splendor, their imposing 
palaces, lavish banquets and 

grand lifestyles. The only way to fully 
comprehend this extravagant lifestyle, is to 
actually live it. 
The medieval charm of Agra acts as a 
befitting backdrop to ITC Mughal - nestled 
amidst 23 Acres of luxurious gardens it has 
the distinction of being the winner of the 
First Aga Khan Award for Architectural 
Excellence, in Asia, and till date, the only 
Indian Hotel to have won this prestigious 
International recognition. The Aga Khan 
Award states,” A splendid redbrick edifice 
that blends beautifully with the city’s 
landscape, the hotel’s unique architecture 
draws inspiration from the 16th Century 
Architectural Marvel - The Fatehpur Sikri 
and thus recreates the architectural style 
of the Mughal dynasty through geometrical 
proportions and layout of spaces; delicate 
use if marble; landscaped courtyards, 
gardens and water bodies.” 
In its search for consistency with historical 
context, The ITC Mughal has achieved a fine 
integration of outer with inner space, use of 
landscaping and water. The three bridges 
that connect the lobby to the rooms through 
a cluster of garden courts have been named 
after Emperor Akbar’s wives – Jodhabai, 
Mariam and Manumati. The landscaped 
gardens with their quaint lotus ponds 
are a reflection of Emperors Humayun’s 
fine taste, the grandeur of the Porch is 
dedicated to Emperor Babur’s love for style 
and the durbar- like Lobby, is inspired 
by Emperors Akbar’s Durbar, where he 
gave equal opportunities to his people and 
their opinions.  The mood begins from the 
reception area, where the splendid lobby 
and Maikhana- the lobby bar is lit by the 
light of myriad crystal chandeliers
The romance of the city translates into a 
hotel where it is difficult to define where 
tradition ends and modernity begins.  
One can retreat to one’s personal haven 
with the magnificent richness of guests’ 
rooms that are an inspired tribute to the 
grandeur of the Mughals. ITC Mughal 
offers 233 elegantly appointed rooms, 
including suites, Mughal Chambers and the 
Mughal Room, that make an understated 
appreciation of timeless grace and 
sophistication. Some of the rooms offer 
a unique Mughal Feature – a low divan 
seating at the bay window. Here one is 
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With  the  decade  strong 
‘Responsible  Luxury’ as its 
guiding premise, ITC

Hotels  is  committed  to  delivering  luxury  
experiences with sustainable practices  
embedded  in the process  - an endeavour 
which has manifested in the  coveted  
LEED*® Platinum rating for all its luxury 
hotels , making ITC Hotels  amongst  the  

About “Responsible Luxury “  
Initiatives at ITC Mughal :

welcomed by the beauty and charm of 
Mughal architecture, a view of verdant 
gardens, and the swimming pool. 
Towards the ethos of the Responsible 
Luxury, ITC Mughal has been awarded 
with Platinum certification under the LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) (Existing Building) by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. LEED certification 
is a globally recognized symbol of 
sustainability achievement and leadership.  
The LEED plague stands for leadership 
and demonstrates that a building has 
been designed, built and is operating as 
intended. Being “built to LEED” or “LEED 
equivalency” doesn’t exist- There is a no 
substitute for LEED certification. 
JHAROKHA-E-TAJ AT ITC MUGHAL : 
 At The ITC Mughal Agra, you romance the 

gardens as much as the monuments as at 
the Jharokha-e-Taj, which is the Taj View 
Point for you to have an appointment with 
the ‘Taj Mahal’ for a splendid view. The sun 
breaks through the clouds… you must get to 
the Jharokha-e-Taj to watch the colours play 
in the sky with the Taj in the backdrop …
absolutely breathtaking. 
Namaste Symbol of ITC Hotels 
Namaste at ITC Hotels is not only a 
heartfelt welcome, it is inspired from our 
ancient scripture ‘AtithiDevoBhava’ which 
prescribes the dynamics of the host and 
guest relationship. Namaste acknowledges 
the honour in being a host and to look after 
guests in the most responsible manner 
without compromising the high standards 
the guest has come to expect. It is a call 
from within that keeps the Indian Values 
alive, pure and timeless.

‘Greenest’  luxury   hotel   chains   in  
the  world. (*Leadership  in  Energy  &  
Environmental Design – by U.S.  Green 
Building Council and the Indian Green 
Building Council) The  well-being of guests,  
associates  and  partners  has always been 
of paramount  importance  at  ITC  Hotels  
and more so in these testing times.
Namaste  at ITC Hotels is not only a 

heartfelt welcome, it is inspired from
our  ancient scripture ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ 
which prescribes the dynamics of
the host and guest relationship. Namaste 
acknowledges the honour in being a
host  and  to  look  after  guests  in  the most 
responsible manner without
compromising  the high standards the 
guest has come to expect. It is a call

from within that keeps the Indian Values 
alive, pure and timeless.
Sustainable business practises which 
respect the environment and society 
have always been the DNA of ITC 
Hotels. Since pioneering the concept of 
“Responsible Luxury” in 2009, ITC Hotels 
has commissioned numerous planet 
positive initiatives, which range from use 
of renewable energy which today powers 
more than 57% of ITC Hotels electrical 
requirement to an over 50% reduction 
in water consumption over the last five 
years to name a few and amongst the first 
hospitality chains to discontinue use of 
‘Single Use Plastic ‘across its operations.
 ITC Hotels has also been focused on 
initiatives addressing health and wellbeing 
and over the years introduced many 
initiatives like heightened focus on Indoor 
Air Quality , installation of Radiation 
harmonisers that mitigate the harmful 
effects of radiation at all ITC Hotels and the 
Sleeep Program which addresses multiple 
parameters aimed at enhancing quality 
of sleep from interventions on controlling 
decibel levels in room to lighting, fragrance 
& aromas to introduction of a sleeep 
menu designed to promote the biological 
aspect of sleep quality using select food 
ingredients from across the world. As part 
of the  Responsible Luxury initiatives at ITC 
Mughal, includes :  
  ITC Mughal uses 24%less energy than 

the USGBC’s national average for large 
size luxury hotels, 

 More than 65% of ongoing 
consumables used at ITC Mughal are 
either local or recycled. Low Volatile 
Organic Compounds paints and Forest 
StewardshipCouncil ) certified wood is used 
for refurbishments and renovations, 
 More than 40% of the food used is 
harvested and processed locally within 160 
kms of the hotel, 
 More than 99% of the solid waste is 
either recycled or reused through recycling 
programs or converted into organic 
manure by Organic Manure Converter. 
 The building consciously promotes 
cultivation of the native plants covering 
more than 50% of building area
 The Hotel’s rain water harvesting 
capacity is 54% of the peak rainfall  
 Promoting SunyAqua, zero mile water 
with a sophisticated in-house Water 

Purification System includes Ultra filtration 
process. 
 The installation of SBT (Soil Bio-
Technology) for effluent water treatment to 
recycle and reuse. 
 Radiation Harmonizers, 
Towards the ethos of the Responsible 
Luxury, ITC Mughal has been awarded 
with Platinum certification under the LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) (Existing Building) by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. LEED certification 
is a globally recognized symbol of 
sustainability achievement and leadership.  
The LEED plague stands for leadership 
and demonstrates that a building has 
been designed, built and is operating as 
intended. Being “built to LEED” or “LEED 
equivalency” doesn’t exist- There is a no 
substitute for LEED certification. 
ARCHITECTURAL BACKGROUND 
ITC MUGHAL THE LUXURY 
COLLECTION RESORT & SPA  IN 
AGRA A TRIBUTE TO THE ROYAL 
MUGHAL ERA
Sprawled over 23 acres of luxurious 
gardens, and in close proximity to the Taj 
Mahal, ITC Mughal Resort & Spa in  Agra 
is a fitting tribute to the great Mughal 
builders of the past. The erstwhile capital 
of the Mughal Empire during the reign of 
Akbar, and an unmissable destination on 
the itinerary of every traveller to India, 
Agra offers a revealing glimpse into the 
refinement of Mughal courtly life and 
Mughal sensibilities. 
ITC Mughal has the distinction of being the 
winner of the First Aga Khan Award for 
Architectural Excellence, in Asia, and till 

date, the only Indian Hotel to have won 
this prestigious International recognition. 
The hotel had grabbed the award, because 
of the architecture of the property which 
was inspired by the heritage Mughal 
monuments, namely Fatehapur Sikri and 
Agra Fort.  
A splendid red edifice, hotel with its 
old-world garden paths and cascading 
waterways and an ode to Mughal 
architecture after the splendid taj Mahal, 
opulent and personalized service to make 
you feel at home, and rejuvenating luxury 
experience at Kaya Kalp- the country’s 
largest and finest world class award 
winning spa.
JHAROKHA-E-TAJ AT ITC MUGHAL 
: 
  At The ITC Mughal Agra, you romance the 
gardens as much as the monuments as at 
the Jharokha-e-Taj, which is the Taj View 
Point for you to have an appointment with 
the ‘Taj Mahal’ for a splendid view. The sun 
breaks through the clouds… you must get 
to the Jharokha-e-Taj to watch the colours 
play in the sky with the Taj in the backdrop 
…absolutely breathtaking. 

Namaste Symbol of ITC Hotels 
Namaste at ITC Hotels is not only a 
heartfelt welcome, it is inspired from our 
ancient scripture ‘AtithiDevoBhava’ which 
prescribes the dynamics of the host and 
guest relationship. Namaste acknowledges 
the honour in being a host and to look after 
guests in the most responsible manner 
without compromising the high standards 
the guest has come to expect. It is a call 
from within that keeps the Indian Values 
alive, pure and timeless. 
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